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Another concern is that inadequately trained dogs may pursue livestock or native wildlife such as white-tailed deer 

instead of wild pigs. This concern is compounded by the commonly held perception that the disturbance of trained dogs

on the landscape may unnecessarily stress or injure livestock and/or direct desired native species off of a property. 

While research has documented that wildlife species, including wild pigs can abandon areas when exposed to the 

sustained use trained dogs, the study also observed that this did not occur when this practice was enacted intermittently 

(Scillitani et al. 2010). Even so, livestock production and the wildlife industry remain primary sources of income for a 

large number of rural landowners, and many are simply not willing to take any chances when it comes to dog runners 

on their property.          

The Case for Trained Dogs as a Management Tool 

There are valid considerations that must be made prior to enacting any control effort for wild pigs. However, research 

generally supports the use of all legal control methods in Texas for wild pigs – including the use of trained dogs. For 

example, studies have been conducted worldwide over decades documenting successful wild pig eradication efforts. I 

am currently unaware of a single successful wild pig eradication study that did not utilize trained dogs in some form; 

whether through hunting drives, tracking or through direct pursuit and capture (McIlroy and Saillard 1989; Caley and 

Ottley 1995; Schuyler et al. 2001; Parkes et al. 2010; Muir and McEwen 2007; McCann and Garcelon 2008; Scillitani 

et al. 2010). This is not to say that successful eradication without dogs is impossible, but rather to evidence that 

successful wild pig management often requires the use of all available tools. 

But there is a catch. 

The use of trained dogs is a method that, enacted individually, will generally not reduce wild pig populations. 

Additionally, documented successful abatement efforts almost exclusively utilized trained dogs as a final measure to 

remove residual wild pigs after all other control measures had been enacted and populations had already been 

significantly reduced (Caley and Ottley 1995; Schuyler et al. 2001; Parkes et al. 2010; Muir and McEwen 2007). The 

premise behind this was that trained dogs were best suited in removing “educated” wild pigs that were not able to be 

removed through any other means. Trap shy pigs, mature adults, transient boars, and pigs that have otherwise adapted 

human aversion through incomplete captures or other means usually fall into this category of “educated” wild pigs. 

  

A Trained Dog Tall Tale? 

Since I began working for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, I have learned the importance of using words like 

“generally” and “potentially.” This is because in wild pig management there can always be exceptions. Each 

management situation is unique, and every property is different. For example, due to the terrain in the steeper areas of 

the Texas Hill Country, the assertion that the use of trained dogs might not be capable of reducing populations may not 

actually be true. In fact, in some instances, it can be argued that dog running is a more effective method than 

even corral trapping or aerial gunning. 

After speaking at an event in Gillespie County, Texas a while back, two gentlemen approached me and politely 

informed me that they disagreed with some of the research that I had cited including on the use of trained dogs. They 

told me that due to the thick year-round canopy of Ashe juniper in the region, aerial gunning was ineffective. They 

went on to explain that nearly every property they encountered was a wildlife or hunting operation in some form, and 

that due to the continuous widespread availability of supplemental feed even trapping was often ineffective. Finally, 

they informed me that they routinely removed large sounders of wild pigs using only trained dogs. This was 

accomplished, they claimed, by their dogs adapting to drive and consistently bay large groups of pigs against the 
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numerous, steep and often untraversable box canyons in

the area. I have never personally witnessed trained dogs

bay an entire sounder against a box canyon, nor is this

documented in any published studies. However, the

general reasonability of this claim convinced me that in

some circumstances trained dogs may in fact be capable

of potentially reducing wild pig populations. 

Conclusion 

Much like the popular pastime of conventional sport

hunting, the recreational value of using trained dogs to

pursue wild pigs is important to many Texans. From a

management efficacy perspective, however, people

often quickly diverge in opinion. Concerns with

enacting this practice are valid and considerations must

be made including securing legal property access,

training dogs effectively and knowing when and how

dogs are most effectively implemented as a control

technique. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is in

the business of providing research based information,

and the research continues to affirm the validity of

trained dogs among the tools in our wild pig

management toolbox. 
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Research shows that trained dogs are often best used last 

after all other control techniques have been implemented 

and wild pig populations are already significantly 

reduced. (Image Credit Opie Dauphin)
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